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Good Beginnings Mini-Grants

Fiscal Year 2011

	Grantee
	Program Description

	Scott Foley

Children’s Home Society of WV

1145 Greenbrier Street

Charleston, WV  25311

(304) 345-3894

sfoley@childhswv.org

	The Charleston WE CAN program will facilitate and coordinate two community-based workshops to teach children & adults how to express themselves in a positive, healthy manner through the use of art, thus reducing the likelihood of abuse and neglect.  The use of art allows children to express inner thoughts when verbalization is difficult or impossible.  Additionally, it engages the physical body in relaxation through manipulation of art materials, provides personalized introspective exercise, and encourages cognitive expression through the discussion of the creation of artwork.  The goal of this project is to promote child abuse & neglect awareness and prevention in the Charleston area. The primary objective includes improving the limited social and emotional skills of children through the use of art. 



	Monica Cogle

EastRidge Health Systems

235 S. Walter Street
Martinsburg, WV  25401

(304) 263-8954, ext. 174

mcogle@eastridgehs.org

	EastRidge Health Systems will conduct a five week program which meets one day a week, for up to 10 children between the ages of 9 and 12. The sessions will encompass education in:

· Police response in emergency & prevention

· Fire & rescue response in emergencies

· Drug & alcohol awareness with self and others

· Abuse & neglect awareness with self and others

· Mental health & emotional well-being

Incentives for children and families will be offered upon completion of the program. 



	Scott Miller

Just for Kids, Inc.  

106 McCreery Street

Beckley, WV  25801

(304) 255-4834

Justforkidswv@gmail.com
 
	Just for Kids, Inc. will engage the religious communities in Raleigh, Fayette, and Wyoming counties in the Stewards of Children child sexual abuse prevention program. A community awareness meeting will be facilitated to discuss how the religious community can get involved in preventing child sexual abuse.  From this meeting, each organization will be asked to commit to send 2 representatives to a Stewards of Children training. From this group, Just for Kids will be seeking 2 representatives to attend the Darkness to Light Stewards of Children Facilitator Training, thus increasing the number of trained facilitators in this evidence-based prevention program.  

 

	Gerri Mason

Mineral County Family Resource Network

251½ Piedmont Street

Keyser, WV  26726

(304) 788-9099

mcfrn@hotmail.com

	The Mineral County FRN will implement the “Supporting Father Involvement” (SFI) prevention program with fathers and their children. This program model emphasizes that children’s development is predicated by risks and buffers in five interconnected domains:

· Family member’s characteristics

· 3-generational expectations & relationship patterns

· Quality of parent-child relationship

· Quality of parents’ relationship

· Balance of stressors versus social support for the family

The curriculum highlights the potential contributions fathers make to the family.  The program is aimed at strengthening fathers’ involvement in the family, promoting healthy child development, and preventing key factors implicated in child abuse.  


	Willetta Bolinger

MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. 

1200 Harrison Avenue, Suite 220

Elkins, WV  26201

(304) 637-2840

Willetta.J.Bolinger@wv.gov

	MountainHeart Community Services, Inc. will launch a comprehensive public awareness campaign in Barbour County to coincide with child abuse prevention month.  The strategy is to use a multi-systems approach to maximize the impact of the campaign that includes:

· Media Kits and Public Service Announcements

· A newsletter that is distributed to 15 northern WV counties

· Collaboration with childcare providers & churches

· A Saturday training event for childcare providers, social workers, parents & the general public.  The objectives of the training will be instruction on identification of warning signs of child abuse, prevention strategies, and individual, organizational, & community roles in child safety & family support.  The provision of CEUs for social workers & STARS credits for childcare providers will be sought.

· A long term component of the project will be the provision of speakers who will be available to local civic groups, churches, and social service organizations wishing to obtain more information on child abuse prevention. 



	Jacqueline Dudley

Rainelle Medical Center, Inc.  

645 Kanawha Avenue

Rainelle, WV  25962 

(304) 646-8347

jacquelinedudley@hotmail.com

	The Greenbrier/Pocahontas Parents as Teachers program will offer weekly teen parent support groups where pregnant teens, or teens that have already given birth, and their parents meet for parenting classes.  Topics such as child abuse, discipline, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, Shaken Baby Syndrome, Post-Partum Depression, and the harmful effects of drugs & alcohol will be offered.  The teens and their parents come together for education, to discuss parenting skills, to support one another, exchange ideas, share maternity or baby clothing & baby items, and develop friendships.   



	Debbie Hisam

St. Marys Elementary School 

317 Washington Street

St. Marys, WV  26170

(304) 684-3510

dhisam@access.k12.wv.us

	St. Marys Elementary School will implement the Rachel’s Challenge program for 266 students and 38 staff. Rachel’s Challenge teaches students & adults to be kind and compassionate toward others.  It is a powerful program that is geared towards addressing root problems of isolation, prejudice and bullying in a manner appropriate for elementary age students. All students and staff will attend an assembly that introduces the program. Parents will also be invited to the presentation so that they will understand the depth of what their children will be accomplishing as a result of their participation. The program includes lesson plans, activity suggestions, posters, DVDs, journals, and banners.  A year’s worth of activities & support will be offered. 



	April Miller

Tucker County Family Resource Network

501 Chestnut Street

Parsons, WV  26287

(304) 478-3827

tuckerfrn@hotmail.com

	The Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention for High Risk Males program will target male cadets, ages 15.5 through 20, who have been adjudicated for delinquent offenses and who are currently housed at the Kenneth Honey Rubenstein Juvenile Center in Davis, WV.  The program will use curriculums developed by the National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome to help the young men increase their knowledge of parenting and child development.  Each cadet (the Center averages 50) will participate in the school-based curriculum and those who are currently parents of infants and are in the parenting program at the Center will participate in the “Dads: The Basics” program.  The young men will learn how to deal with the stresses of raising an infant, learn the skills they need to care for infants and also be made aware of the possible injuries associated with abuse.    



	Diane Hughes

Upper Kanawha Valley Enterprise Community - Starting Points

c/o Sharon Dawes Elementary 

P.O. Box 149

Miami, WV 25134

(304) 595-5521

DCHughes@kcs.kana.k12.wv.us

	The Upper Kanawha Valley Starting Points Center will offer parent and child group meetings to all parents with young children within the community. Through seven two-hour group meetings, parents will gain knowledge of parenting and child development from other parents and certified Born to Learn parent educators. These meetings will provide opportunities for parents to learn from each other, to share common experiences and concerns, to develop social connections that will help form lasting friendships, and to form support networks.  While parents are having their time, children will be provided with a supervised environment to engage in learning through play.  At the end of the parent time, parents will be reunited with their children and will spend some parent-child together time. 



	Shauntell Jones

Washington Irving Middle School

443 Lee Avenue

Clarksburg, WV  26301

(304) 326-7420

wvbluidgrl@gmail.com
 
	The “Connect the Dots:  Family Night” program will provide families with opportunities to build and strengthen relationships with one another and offer insight into ways to recognize stress and enhance problem solving skills.  Parent volunteers, teachers, and community agencies will be involved in the planning & implementation of these services.  Various stations will be set up that will have an activity for the child & parent to complete together, games to play together, encourage the promotion of reading, and provide take home information on a variety of topics.  The stations will provide tips on topics such as communication skills, ways to express feelings, the importance of parental involvement, parenting strengths, and community resources.  A book drive will be coordinated with the Family Night and books will be distributed to all children & parents attending.
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